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HADLEIGH AIRFIELD

Until recently, if you drove to Ipswich from Hadleigh via station
Road, after passing Pond Hall and climbing the hill, on the left
you would see two wooden chalet bungalows, called Nol and No
2 Aerodrome cottages. To the North of these cottages the flat
area bounded to the North by woodland was a ‘Forward
Operating Base’ for The Royal Flying Corps in the First World
War. However, in 1926, due to the enthusiasm of an ex RFC
bomber pilot, Courtney M Prentice, by now a successful
businessman in Stowmarket, the Suffolk (and Eastern Counties)
Aeroplane Club was formed. In February 1927 the Club bought
its first aeroplane, a Blackburn Bluebird soon followed by three
more aircraft. In 1928 an Easter Air Display was arranged, the
programme for which encouraged potential pilots to learn to fly
‘which would enable you to fly to Australia in 16 days - for fifty
five pounds!’

The Club grew rapidly and became a feature in the air calendar
of the somewhat exclusive world of private flying. The Hon Lady
Bailey of Leeds Castle in Kent agreed to become president and
would attend meetings flying in with her friend Mrs De
Thailand, whose husband subsequently designed the first jet
airliner The 1929 Kings Cup Air race used Hadleigh airfield as
a turning point with judges appointed from club members,
whilst in the same year an air taxi service was started from
Hadleigh to Cambridge, new clubhouses having been completed
to provide a suitable terminal at both locations.

Hadleigh Airfield

Noel Turner Award

Next Event

Ruby and Her Horses

The Hadleigh Corset Factory

Nomination Form

AGM 2005 - Synopsis

THE HADLEIGH SOCIETY AGM, 2006

~ ON Ul AW NN

The Club was sufficiently well
established to be asked to run the
new Ipswich Airport. On 26™ June
1930 on its completion and the
Club moved there after having sold
its Hadleigh clubhouse and hanger
to Ipswich Borough Council, for re-
erection at Ipswich. The hanger was
demolished relatively recently when
Ipswich Borough decided to turn
the airport into a housing estate,
depriving the town and the area of
a much-needed facility in the
modern world. However,
dependent on one’s point of view
matters could have been better or

NOEL TURNER AWARD

Nominations are invited from any member of the Hadleigh
Society for an award to be made in recognition of

worse, for in 1919 a far sighted
government committee was
considering internal air routes and
those to the continent in which
Hadleigh featured, along with
Hounslow (London), Filton
(Bristol), Sheffield, North Shotwick
(Liverpool), Doncaster, Newcastle
and Edinburgh. So Hadleigh nearly
became another Stansted!

John Bloomfield

Editor’s note: Our July 1989
Newsletter also featured an account
of the Hadleigh Aerodrome. You

can find it on our website.

N

‘Outstanding improvements to, or conservation of, Hadleigh’s

buildings or environment’

In deciding to make an award the Society’s Executive Committee and any
expert they may wish to consult, will be considering how sympathetic the work
is with its surroundings and how well it integrates with them. They will expect
all work to display a high quality of workmanship and to be an example of good
practice.

Nominations should include details of the improvement made or of work
carried out and should be sent to the Hon. Secretary.

NEXT EVENT

On Wednesday 16" August Pip Wright, who last year entertained us on the subject of
Suffolk Witches, returns to talk about Transportation in Suffolk. Convicts that is, not
convoys.
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RUBY AND HER HORSES

In partnership with the Friends of Hadleigh Guildhall we are staging a
special event on Friday 1" September. The evening starts at 7.30pm for
8pm. Tickets are £7.50, a glass of wine included and are available from

Idler Book Shop or Jan Byrne 01743 822192.

This show, Ruby and Her Horses is of true life stories from the age of
agricultural depression much of which is centred around Ruby's love and
adventures with horses in these hard days. A time when you could walk
on land from Cambridge to Clacton that nobody would take and as
Ruby said 'if you hadn't got anything you were lucky for sooner or later
you would loose it and you had not the worry of it.' The songs are sung
by Andrew in his fine nut brown Suffolk voice whilst Neil tells the stories
just at Ruby told them. Although this is only their fourth booking 'the
boys' have already had excellent reviews as follows:

‘An excellent show. The Bumpstead Boys gave us a full evening of stories,
humour and local songs, accompanied by a wonderful range of photos
projected onto a screen with themes to match the songs. Full of personal
touches, the technical quality was excellent. To provide a perfect balance
to the evening, Andrew has a fine voice whether singing unaccompanied
or with the 2 squeeze boxes in action. We are hoping to attract them to
Lavenham again soon.” Jim Keohane LAVENHAM LIFE

‘An evening that many described as quite brilliant. A magnificent range
of photographs all taken at the time by Ruby on her box brownie now
digitalised and shown on the big screen took us back to the ways and
attributes of the period between and before the two great world wars.
These produced a range of emotions from sadness to side splitting
laughter. This should not be missed - excellent entertainment.” Eddie

Kench THE BOX RIVER NEWS

‘A special evening - delightful’ Barry Peters Editor WEST SUFFOLK
NEWSPAPERS
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Bought at Lavenham Horse Fair, Roxanne the trotting mare. She trotted the
five miles from Hadleigh Market to Boxford in 11 minutes to beat an
automobile and pay for herself with the wager won.

THE HADLEIGH CORSET FACTORY

Roger Kennell has amassed an impressive collection of information about
Hadleigh. To show that he's not just an expert on bricks, at our meeting on
24™ May he wove the story of Hadleigh's corset factory, which was based in the
Old Town Hall from about 1904 to 1925 and was an outpost of Pretty & Son
of Ipswich. From 50 to 100 young women, including girls from 13, worked at
rows of sewing machines for 3 shillings a day. We learned about ladies fashions
a hundred years ago, about William Pretty and his son, and about our Guildhall
in an earlier age. Ater the factory closed the town decided to reclaim its hall for
town business and had the plaster removed to reveal the fine timbers we see
today.

Roger has produced a small book on the subject and would be pleased to hear
of any more anecdotes from this time. We look forward to his return next year
to talk of some Men of Hadleigh.
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NOMINATION FORM

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held at Hadleigh Town Hall on Wednesday 28" June 2006 at 8 pm.
Society members are invited to make nominations for service on the Society’s Executive
Committee for the year following the Annual General Meeting in the following
capacities:

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Treasurer or Secretary
or as one of six Committee members.

All posts are honorary and seconded nominations must reach the Society’s Secretary by

14™ June 2006.

To: The Honorary Secretary, The Hadleigh Society, ¢/o 106 High Street,
Hadleigh, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP7 5EL (Telephone: 01473 822192)

I nominate the following for service on the Executive Committee of The Hadleigh

Society for the year 2006,/2007.

Name Position Nominated Name of Seconder

Signed

Name Date

In each case the nominee has agreed to stand.

You may copy this form or write your own letter to The Honorary Secretary
so long as you include the necessary details.
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AGM 2005 - SYNOPSIS (see Aug 2005 Newsletter or website for full report)

HISTORY GROUP REPORT The Group has continued to research Hadleigh life in the 1830s
and is currently searching through local newspapers of the time for any relevant articles or
advertisements. Two presentations of ‘Highway Robbery in Hadleigh’ (in St Mary’s Church,
Hadleigh and East Bergholt Church) had been very well received, and the Group has been
booked for the Lavenham Society in December 2005.

PLANNING REPORT The Society identified a medieval wall at risk when an application was
submitted for a proposed new housing site on the corner of Aldham Road/ Lady Lane. Babergh
District Council’s Conservation & Design Officer immediately placed a ‘Building Preservation
Order’ on the wall, which is now listed. The Society also worked closely with the developer of the
site and contributed input into the design of the proposed development.

REPRESENTATION ON OTHER BODIES John Bloomfield reported as Chair of the East of
England Association of Civic Trust Societies (EEACTS). Hewill be stepping down as Chair in
October 2005, but hopefully will remain on the committee. Jan Byrne represents the Society on
the Town Forum and the Entertainments Committee, which has organised many summer events.

The Traffic Management and Environment Working Party has been disbanded by Suffolk
County Council. This group had been very successful in achieving a number of projects for the
town, and it is hoped that it might be re-instated in the future.

CHAIR'S REVIEW The May Show was well supported and we were pleased to offer part of the
display to Fred Breyer and Peter Lee who are collecting information about the Hadleigh
servicemen who died in the Second World War. In July 2005 the Society is taking part in the
Hadleigh Community Tent at the Tendring Hundred Show. In September 2004 we participated
in the Civic Trust’s Heritage Open Days Weekend giving tours of the town, and will be doing so
again this year. Much time has been taken up by ‘Tesco’. This last year has been our first
experience of tackling a District Plan Inquiry. This involved masses of written information and
submissions produced by Joe Byrne, and oral evidence given by John Bloomfield and Jan Byrne
for a period of about two hours. We await the outcome of the Inspector’s recommendations.
We understand that Tesco is expecting to have its amended planning application heard at
Babergh District Council in the autumn, so we must remain vigilant.

NOEL TURNER AWARD 2004 There were two awards made this year. Clare Vint,
Conservation and Design Officer at Babergh District Council, received the award for progressing
a practical pavement scheme on the northwest side of the High Street, which emphasised the
group value of listed buildings within the Hadleigh Conservation Area. The Ipswich and Norwich
Co-Operative Society was nominated for the sensitive design of its supermarket extension and
pedestrian link, whilst retaining the character of the High Street frontage.

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chair  John Bloomfield Member  Sue Angland
Vice Chair ~ Graham Panton Daphne Jarvis
Secretary  Jan Byrne Margaret Woods

Treasurer  Chris Drake
History Group ~ Glenda Druce (since resigned)

Membership Secretary Rosemary Schade (non-voting)
Newsletter Distributor Jim Betteridge (non-voting)
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THE HADLEIGH SOCIETY AGM, 2006

NOTICE OF THE TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL GENERAL Programme of Events
MEETING &
The 24™ Annual General Meeting of The Hadleigh Society is I_IS%%LI%ITGYH Wednesday  Pretty Corsets in Roger
I ———————————— th .
to be held in Hadleigh Old Town Hall on Wednesday 28™ = Regorered with 24" May Hadleigh __ Kennell
o Wednesday Annual General Meeting
June 2006 at 8 p.m. and all members are invited to attend THE CIVIC TRUST 28" June
Honorary Secreta Wednesday Transportation in Suffolk  Pip Wright
AGENDA ) hy v 16™ August
: 106 High Street Friday 1 Ruby & Her H Th
1. Apologies for absence ) riday uby & Her Horses e
polog Hadleigh September Bumpstead
2. Minutes of the 23" Annual General Meeting [PSWICH 7.30 for 8pm Boys
Suffolk IP7 5EL Monday Hadleigh's Parks Sue
3. Treasurer’s Report 9™ October Andrews
Wednesday The New Poor Law Clive Paine
4. History Group Report Telephone 29" November
. 01473 822192 Wednesday Rags and Bones, a 19th Frank
5. Planning Report Email 17" January Century Working Class Grace
. . . c @hadsoc.oro.uk 2007 Community in [pswich
6. Society Representation on Other Bodies seCreanERadsec.ore.d Monday 26" Aldham, A Changed -
7 Chair’s Revi All views exPressed are those March 2007  Village Oldroyd
. air's heview of the conm?yluto;:; anjl( a;: Monday 13" Hadleigh 1836 History
. . . . not necessari Y those of t
8. Election of Officers and Executive Committee Hadleigh Society August 2007 Group
Memb Meetings are held in Hadleigh Old Town Hall, 8pm,
embpers . . .
unless otherwise notified. Entry is free for members, £2
. . for non-members.
Cheese and wine to be served with other refreshments
The AGM was reported in the August 2005 Newsletter and the Minutes can be Other Contacts
found on our website. Copies will also be available at the Meeting, together Chairman  John Bloomfield chair@hadsoc.org.uk 01473 822063
with the Annual Accounts. Membership ~ Rosemary Schade membership@hadsoc.org.uk 01473 824009
. Newsletter delivery ~ Jim Betteridge newsletter@hadsoc.org.uk 01473 823991
Your Committee Needs You Website & Editr  Graham Panton ~ webmaster@hadsoc.org.uk 01473 823503
If you're interested in becoming a member of the Executive Committee and
would like to talk about what is involved then please phone the Honorary
Secretary, Jan Byrne, on 822192, or any other committee member. The Hadleigh Society website has past newsletters and other information at
http://www.hadsoc.org.uk/
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